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Thal | us crustose; nedulla varied (weak) anyl oid nedul | a.

Phot obi ont chl orococcoi d. Apot heci a al ways present, carbonaceous
bl ack (even when wet); di sk conmonly pruinose (then bl uegray);
margin at | east when young prom nent, swollen. HyneniumK/I+

bl ue. Hypothecium col orless to brownbl ack. Exci pul um

car bonaceous bl ack. Paraphyses delicate, partly branched and
anst onosi ng, the ends weakly to noderately strongly thickened.
Asci slender, with robust tholus, therin an anyloid tubular
structure. Spores 8, sinple, colorless, thinwalled, mddle sized
to large, young ones often with a halo. Pycnidia inmmrersed;
pycnospores short pegform Vegetative propagul es absent. Al nost
all on cal careous rock in cool er regions.

Differs fromFarnoldia in that the asci have a weakly |+ bl ue
tholus and very long conidia; the one species reported fromN
Anmerica and apparently not transferred to Farnoldia, M
transitoria, differs fromFarnoldia jurana in having snaller
spores, |ower hypothecium snaller apothecia often sunken into
rock. | do not know whi ch species besides F._jurana have been
transferred to Farnol dia.

Thin (815 un) mcrotonme sections are indispensible for judging

t he apot hecial construction. Simlar |ecideoid genera which

| i kewi se may show a very dark exci pulum include Porpidia
(hypotheciumradiating into the exci pulum darker than this), L.
hypocrita group (likew se hypot heci um darker, hypot heci um and
exci pul um K+ purpleviolet), dauzadea (gresh apothecia with

browni sh to brown di sk; ol der asci and paraphyses [ need
to transl ate Poelt & Vezdasonething' s m ssing from Anderegg's
transl ation]), Carbonea (spores small, + oblong), Trenolecia

(hymenium |+ yel |l owbrown, blue only after treatemnt with K,
tholus wi thout anyloid structures, thallus rustred to al nost
black). Caution is also in order in the case of poorly devel oped
speci nens of other specis with normally stronger differenti ated
(al so non uniformy carbonaceous) exci pul um

Spores on the average under 14 um|long (1015 x 57 um);
hypot heci um 5570 um hi gh. Apothecia to 0.6 nm w de, very rarely
to 1.1 mm wi de, often somewhat sunken into the rock. On pure

| i mestone, al pine, predom nantly on slanting and steep surfaces.



This species is the only one | know of that is still retained
under Mel anol echia (the others are nostly now in
Farnoldia). ........... M transitoria
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