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Thal | us dorsiventral, dichotonously branched, prostrate, with
adhesi ve strands. Cortices prospl ectenchymatous; upper cortex
very thick and agglutinated; |ower cortex thin and knobbed,
webl i ke on outside. Apothecia disks flat then convex, reddish
brown; margin thalline. Paraphyses with pignented tips. Asci
Lecanoratype. Spores 2celled, hyaline, with thin septa. Single
accessory pigment in apothecia, unrelated to parietin, K On
cal careous rocks.

S. euploca (Tuck.) Trevisan

Thal l'i fruticose, prostrate, developing in regular, circular

| ayers, 712 cmdiam |obes 0.20.5 mmthick, branching

di chotonously at brief intervals (trichotom es seldomoccur); old
| obes are overgrown by younger ones, such that finally, in nost
cases, 24 |lobes lie | oosely over one another; upper surface
snooth, gray to browni sh gray (graygreen when noist), often
slightly reddish in older portions, convex; |ower side whitish
gray and usually distinctly paler and | ess convex than the upper,
with a finely neshed fibrillar structure, attached to the
substrate, usually linmestone, at irregular intervals by adjesive
strands. Apothecia originating in axils of the branches, |ess
often on tips or edges, 0.52.0 nmdiam ; disc reddish brown, then
flat; thalline margin level with disc, becom ng excluded; spores
8/ ascus, lseptate, 911.215 x 33.75 um hyaline. All usual spot
tests negative, containing only an unknown substance. G ow ng on
shaded, steep, northfacing exposures of |inmestone. Kansas and
Arkansas south to western Texas and Mexico, rather rare.

Literature

Hafellner, J. and R S. Egan. 1981. Studies on the genus
Speerschnei dera. Lichenol ogist 13(1): 1126.




